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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]You can use the Performance tool to see how much time your system spends executing in kernel mode vs. in user mode. Follow these steps:
1. Run the Performance tool by opening the Start menu and selecting Control Panel/system/Administrative Tools/Performance monitor. 
2. Click the Add button (+) on the toolbar. 
3. With the Processor information object selected, click the % Privileged Time counter and, while holding down the Ctrl key, click the % User Time counter. 
4. Click Add, and then click Close. 
5. Move the mouse rapidly back and forth. You should notice the % Privileged Time line going up when you move the mouse around, reflecting the time spent servicing the mouse interrupts and the time spent in the graphics part of the windowing system (which runs primarily as a device driver in kernel mode).
You can also quickly see this activity by using Task Manager. Just click the Performance tab, and then select Show Kernel Times from the View menu. The CPU usage bar will show user-mode time in green and kernel-mode time in red.
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